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and not well enough to work. Relieved three times, jE15. Voted B5.&mdash;
Widow, aged 49, of L.S A. Lond. who practised at Leicester. Earns
a little by needlework, but cannot obtain sufficient work. Two
daughters, each only earning a little, and two boys, ages 12 and
10, at school. Relieved twice, ,c22. Voted ,c12 in 12 instalments.
- widow, aged 55, of L.R.C.P. & S. Glasg. who practised at Heaton-
on-Tyne. Six children, two of whom are married and unable to assist,
and the others only very little. Has two lodgers. Health very un-
satisfactory. Relieved ten times, .E106. Voted JE12 in 12 instalments.-
Daughter, aged 50, of M.R.C.S. Eng. who practised at Box. Lives with
delicate sister, who also receives a grant from the Fund. Applicant’s
health very unsatisfactory. Relieved twice, JE24. Voted ,c12 in
12 instalments.-Widow, aged 68, of M.D. Edin. and M.R.C.S.Eng.
who practised at Cambridge. Income E25 per annum from friends and
occasionally has a boarder. Relieved four times, B24. Voted B12 in
12 instalments.&mdash;Widow, aged 56, of M.R.C.S. Eng. who practised at
,Wellingb)rough. No income of own, but acted for a time as house-
keeper for relative who gave home and board in return. The home has
now been given up, so is stranded. Relieved three times, JE32. Voted
E12 in 12 instalments.-Widow, aged 34. of M.R.C.S. Eng. who
practised at Bow, E. Endeavours to make a living by taking in
boarders, but not very successfully, and is in arrears with rent. Has
twin boys aged 7g years. Relieved once, !:1O. Voted 210.-Special
emergency grants of JE5 each were also made to two cases, these to be
given at the discretion of the honorary secretary for cases.

Contributions may be sent to the honorary treasurer,
Dr. Samuel West, 11, Chandos-street, Cavendish-square,
London,

Parliamentary Intelligence.
NOTES ON CURRENT TOPICS.

Infant Lllortality in Lancashire.
THERE has been presented to Parliament a report dealing

with infant mortality in Lancashire. It has been prepared
by the medical officer of the Local Government Board and
.by Dr. COPEMAN, Dr. MANBY, Dr. FARRAR, and Miss LANE-
CLAYPON, M.D.

St. George’s Hospital Act.
The Royal assent has been given to the St. George’s Hos-

pital Act, which has passed both Houses of Parliament
during the present session.

The Midwives (Scotland) Bill.
The Midwives (Scotland) Bill has been read a second time

in the House of Commons and sent to a Standing Committee.
Experiments on Living Aninaals.

On the motion of Mr. ELLis GRIFFITH the House of
Commons has ordered a return showing the number of
experiments on living animals during the year 1913, under
licences granted under the Act 39 and 40 Vict., c. 77, dis-
tinguishing the nature of the experiments.

The Milk and Dairies Bill.
The Standing Committee of the House of Commons which

has been considering the Milk and Dairies Bill has concluded
its examination of that measure and has ordered it to be
reported with amendments to the House.

Forcible Feeding.
A deputation from the Forcible Feeding Protest Com-

mittee, consisting of Dr. J. McINTOSH, Dr. HADEN GUEST,
Sir VICTOR HORSLEY, Mr. C. MANSELL MOULLIN, Dr. FRANK
MoxoN, and Dr. H. SCHUTZE, waited upon the Home
Secretary on July 15th. Mr. McKENNA intimated that on
the ground of the undesirability of the publication of
prisoners’ names reporters would not be admitted. Neither
would he permit the deputation’s own shorthand writer
to be present, but mentioned that he had an official
reporter in attendance. The deputation replied that it could
not accept this position, and remarked that the names of the
prisoners had already been widely published. The position
of the deputation was one of grave public responsibility, and
they demanded to be heard in the presence of the press. The
deputation then withdrew, and from the Westminster Palace
Hotel issued a statement upon which the above relation of the
facts is based.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

THURSDAY, JULY 9TH.

Physical Instruction in Elementary Schools.
Mr. KING asked the President of the Board of Education

whether physical exercises were a compulsory part of the
curriculum in public elementary schools; and whether he
would cease to recognise any school which failed to provide
for physical instruction in accordance with the code.-Mr.
J. A. PEASE answered : Physical training is one of the sub-
jects mentioned in Article 2 of the Code. The article states,
however, that it is not necessary for all the subjects
mentioned to be taught in every school or class. The im-
portance which the Board attach to instruction in this subject

is shown in the introduction to the syllabus of Physical Exer-
cises. In view of what is said there, I think it would be very
difficult to satisfy the Board that at any particular school
physical training is not required by the needs of the scholars.
I am not aware of any school in which physical training is
not now included in the curriculum, though its efficiency
and adequacy vary considerably.

Sight Tests in the Hereantile Marine.
Mr. LYNCH asked the President of the Board of Trade how

many of those rejected for colour blindness, as indicated
in the last report, failed with the lantern but passed
the wool test and vice versa, and whether he would
consider the advisability of giving this information in
the reports in future.-Mr. BURNS said in reply: I
assume this question refers to the sight tests used in
the mercantile marine. 138 candidates passed the wool
test and failed in the lantern test. Of these 24 subsequently
passed on appeal, and thus 114 finally failed. 101 candidates
passed the wool test and in the lantern test were referred 

"

for further examination. At the latter examination 76 passed
and 25 failed. No candidates failed .in the wool test and
passed in the lantern test. Three candidates were "referred"
in the wool test and passed the lantern test, all three subse-
quently passing a special examination. The number of
candidates who pass, fail, or are "referred" in the lantern
or wool tests respectively will be, given in the next return as
suggested. I should add that "referred" means that the
candidate was not definitely passed or rejected, but was
referred to London for a special examination.

. Mr. LYNCH : Will the right honourable gentleman bring a
scientific spirit to bear on this question, so that the wool
test may be altogether eliminated ?-Mr. BURNS: The
honourable gentleman is rather belated in his suggestion.
The old form of wool test has been abandoned. I had the
pleasure of taking the objectors to and the critics of the
wool test down to Shoeburyness, and after a pleasant night
on the marshes the objectors were silenced and the critics
satisfied.

Housing Department at the Local Gopernrzent Board.
Answering Mr. LANE-FOX, Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL (Presi-

dent of the Local Government Board) said : There is a special
department of the Local Government Board which deals
exclusively with housing and town planning questions. The
department consists of 23 officials, in addition to a staff of
eight inspectors whose time is wholly devoted to this work.
The services of the Board’s technical officers in the medical,
engineering, and architectural staffs are also partly given to
housing questions.

Sanitary Conditions in the Mercantile Marine.
Mr. BURNS (President of the Board of Trade), replying to

various points that had been raised in Committee of Supply
on the Board of Trade estimates, said that the department
was justified in the present sight test and meant to adhere to
it. Several honourable Members had referred to the sanitary
condition of ship accommodation, hospitals on ships, crew
space, and similar things. He found that whereas there had
been a striking diminution in the death-rate in the Royal
Navy and the army and also amongst the industrial popula-
tion in the years from 1891 to 1911, there had been practically
no diminution in the deaths from disease in the mercantile
marine. He had appointed a small committee of specialists,
with medical officers, statistical experts, and others, to
examine the whole subject of the mortality in the mer-
cantile marine, and he hoped soon to have from the
committee a practical and suggestive report. He was
glad to say that on the subject of hospital accom-

modation for crews much had been done. In January,
1912, the Board of Trade issued a notice to shipowners
that in cargo vessels suitable accommodation should be
provided for sick and disabled seamen. Of 150 large
vessels built in 1902 there were only 10 with crew hospitals,
or 7 per cent. ; of 160 built in 1912, 28, or 17 per cent., had
crew hospitals provided; of 213 built in 1913, 68, or 32 per
cent., were provided with crew hospitals. The Board intended
by every means in its power to accelerate the provision of
hospitals not only on emigrant ships and large steamers but
on a large number of tramp steamers, where the men perhaps
required hospital accommodation more than on the great
liners.

MONDAY, JULY 13TH.
The Drug Fund.

Mr. GODFREY LocKER-LAMPSON asked the honourable
Member for St. George’s-in-the-East, as representing the
Insurance Commissioners, whether the Government could
now make any announcement in regard to the Insurance
Committees which had deficiencies on the drug fund in
respect of the year ending January, 1914 ; what the approxi
mate amount of the deficiency was in each case; and
whether the Government proposed to make a grant so that
the panel chemists might get paid for the drugs they had
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supplied on the doctors’ orders.-Mr. WEDGWOOD BENN
replied: For the reasons already given in my previous
replies I am unable to make any general announcement as
to the position with regard to any deficiencies for the year
1913. The rest of the question does not accordingly arise.

Sickitess Claims under the Ins1lrQnce Act. I
Mr. FRED HALL (Dulwich) asked the Prime Minister

whether, in view of the consideration raised by the recently
published annual report of the National Health Insurance
Commissioners as regarded the financial position of the

Approved Societies, the position of deposit contributors, the
excessive claims of women, and the bearing of the question
of unemployment upon the operation of health insurance
generally, he would consider the appointment of a special
committee to inquire into the working of the Act as a whole,
with a view to formulating comprehensive proposals for its
amendment in the light of the experience now available ; and
whether in the meantime he would postpone any proposal
for amendment or limit such proposals to matters of detail
which would not admit of delay.-Mr. ASQUITH answered: A
special committee appointed last autumn has been examining
the whole question of sickness claims under the Insurance
Act, and will, I am informed, report shortly. The Chancellor
of the Exchequer has already announced that the Govern-
ment propose to deal with these questions by such means as
experience has proved desirable.

TUESDAY, JULY 14TH.
Exemptions from Vaccination.

Mr. NORMAN CRAIG asked the President of the Local
Government Board what were the percentages of exemption
from vaccination for the years 1906 to 1913 inclusive.-Mr.
HERBERT SAMUEL wrote in reply: The figures are as

follows :

The Local Government Board receive, in February of each
year, returns from all vaccination officers relating to the
children born within the previous year but one. These
returns show the numbers of such children who have been
vaccinated, or found insusceptible of vaccination, or have
had small-pox, or have died. The percentages in the last
column are based on the numbers of children remaining
after the deduction of these classes.

The Jf7ork of Sir Ronald Ross.
Mr. Cownri asked the Chancellor of the Exchequer whether

he had received a petition to the House from Sir Ronald
Ross, K.C.B., F.R.S., asking for compensation for loss in his
profession incurred through his long-continued investigations
on malaria; whether the petition was based upon the pre-
cedents of similar petitions successfully submitted to the
House by Dr. Edward Jenner in 1802 and again in 1807, and
by George William Manby in 1823; and whether he would
recommend Sir Ronald Ross’s petition, as required by
Standing Order 66, in order to enable it to be laid before the
House.-Mr. LLOYD GEORGE replied: I have received the
petition referred to, but I have not felt justified in taking the
course suggested, which is not in accordance with modern
usage.

Notification of Births.
Mr. ALDEN asked the President of the Local Government

Board whether, in order to assist the working of the Noti-
fication of Births Act, he had any objection to the super-
intendent registrars handing to the parents who attended to
register a birth a notice containing a short reference to the
provisions of the Act, and, if he had no such objection, whether
he could see his way to issue a circular to the various super-
intendent registrars calling their attention to the matter.-
-Alr. HERBERT SAMUEL said in reply : In view of the fact that
the notification under the Notification of Births Act has to
be given within 36 hours of the birth of a child, while a period
of six weeks is allowed for registration, I fear that the
.advantage of adopting my honourable friend’s suggestion
would not compensate for the additional trouble caused.

BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED.

BAILLI&Egrave;RE, TINDALL, AND Cox, London.
Sleeping Sickness in the Island of Principe. By Surgeon Captain

B. F. Bruto da Costa, Health Officer and Chief of the Sleeping
Sickness Commission. Translated by Lieutenant-Colonel J. A.
Wyllie. F.K G.S.. Indian Army (retired).

Aids to Forensic Medicine and Toxicology. By W. Murrell, M.D.,
F.R.C P. Revised by W. G. Aitchison Robertson, M.D., D.Sc.,
F.lt.C.P. Edin. Eighth edition. Price 2s. 6d. net.

Aids to Dental Anatomy and Physiology. By Arthur S. Under-
wood. M.R C.S., L D.S. Third eriitinn. Price2s.6d net.

Manual of Anatomy. Systematic and Practical, including Embryo-
logy. By A. M. Buchanan, M.A , M.D , O.M., F.R.F.P S. Glasg,
Professor of Anatomy in Anderson’s College. Glasgow. Second
impression in the old nomenclature. Price 21s. net.

Insanity in Everyday Practice. By E. G. Younger, M.D. Brux.,
M.R.C.P. Lond., D.P.H., &c.. Senior Physician, Finsbury
Dispensary. Third edition. Price 3s. 6d. net.

BALE(JONN), SONS, AND DANIEL9SON, London.
’ Handbook for Infant Health Workers : In connexion with Schools

for Mothers. By M. Manwood H. Walford, M.R.C.S. Eng.,
L.R.C.P.Lond. Price Is. 6d net.

Historical Sketches of Old Charing: The Hospital and Chapel of
St. Mary Ronoevall : Eleanor of Castile, Queen of England, and
the Monuments Erected in Her Memory. Bv James Galloway,
A.M., M.D., Senior Physician and a Vice-President. Charing
Cross Hospital. Price 10s. 6d. net. This volume is sold for the
benefit of Charing Cross Hospital.

BARTH. JOHANN AMBROSIUS, Leipzig.
Handbuch der Tuberkulose in fiinf Banden. Herausgegeben von
Professor Dr. L. Brauer, Hamburg-Eppendorf, Allg. Kranken-
haus ; Dr. G. Schroder, Dirigierender Arzt der neuen Heilanstalt
fiir Lungenkranke zu Sch&ouml;mberg, O.-A. Neuenbiirg; Dr. F.
Blumenfeld, Arzt fiir Nasen-, Hals- und Lungenkrankheiten in
Wiesbaden. Zweiter Band, mit 15 Abbildungen, 3 Kurven, und
6 schwarzen Tafeln. Preis M.20.

BELL, GEORGE, AND SONS, London.
Eve Repentant, and Other Poems. By Augustus H. Cook, M.B.
Lond. Price 2s. 6d. net.

CHURCHILL, J. AND A., London.
St. Thomas’s Hospital Reports. New Series. Edited by Dr. J. J.
Perkins and Mr. C. A. Ballance. Vol. XLI. Price 8s. 6d.

FISCHER, GUSTAV, Jena.
Handbuch der gesamten Therapie. In sieben Banden. Heraus-
gegeben von Professor Dr. F. Penzoldt, Erlangen, und Dr.
R. Stintzing, Jena. Funfte. umgearbeitete Auflage. Lieferung 17
(Band II., Seite 689-763; Band III., Seite 641-704). Price M.3.50.
Lieferung 18 and 19 (Band III., Seite 705-797; Band VI.,
Seite 161-384). Price M.3.50.

Handbuch der Vergleichenden Physiologie. Herausgegeben von
Hans Winterstein (Rostock). 43 Lieferung. Band III., Physio-
logie des Energiewechsels, Physiologie des Formwechsels.
Seite 1599-1760. Price M.5.

Die Erregungsleitung im Wirbeltierherzen. Ein Vortrag nach
Vergleichend Physiologischen Untersnchungen. Von Dr.
Med. et Phil. Ernst Mangold. Price M.1.20.

Das Herzflimmern, seine Entstehung und Beziehung zu deu
Herznerven, von Dr. Ludwig Haberlandt. Price M.50.

Handbuch der Immunitatsforschung und experimentellen
Therapie. Mit besonderer Beriieksichtigung der Technik und
Methodik. Herausgegeben von Prof. Dr. R. Kraus und Dr. C.
Levaditi. 1 Lieferung. Price M.5.

Die Uebertragungsweise der Rattentrypanosomen. Von Wilhelm
N&ouml;ller. Tierarzt. Abdruck aus: "Archiv fiir Protistenkunde,
Band XXV., u. 34. Price M.3.

Appointments.
Successful applicants for vacancies, Secretaries oj Public Institutions,

and others possessing information suitable for this column, are
invited to forward to THE LANCET Office, directed to the Sub-
Editor, not later than 9 o’clock on the Thursday morning of each
week, such information for gratuitous publication.

BAINBRIDGE, WILLIAM, M.B., Ch.B.Edin., D.P.H.Bristol, has been
appointed Honorary Assistant Ophthalmic Surgeon to the Hull

’ Royal Infirmary.
BRIDE, T. MILNER, M.D. Vict. Manch., has been appointed Honorary

Surgeon to the Manchester Royal Eye Hospital.
BRYAN, C. A. D., M R.C.S., L.R.C.P. Lond., has been appointed

Certifying Surgeon under the Factory and Workshop Acts for the
East Leicester District of the county of Leicester.

CLARKE, R., M.D. Glasg.. has been appointed Certifying Surgeon
under the Factory and Workshop Acts for the Cambuslang District
of the county of Lanark.

CRAIG, F., M.B., B.S. R.U.I.. has been appointed Medical Officer of
Health to the Londonderry Corporation.

GREEVES, F. J., L.R.C.P. & S. Irel., has been appointed Certifying
Surgeon under the Factory and Workshop Acts for the South
Blackburn District of the county of Lancaster.

HARRIS, WILFRED, M.D., B.C Cantab., F.R.C.P. Lond., has been
appointed Physician to the Royal Westminster Ophthalmic
Hospital.

HOWELL, JAMES B., L.R.C.P. Lond., M.R.C.S., has been appointed
Medical Officer of Health for Hammersmith.

MACGRFGOR, ALASTAlp. M.D., C.M. Edin., has been appointed Chief
Assistant in the Electrical Department at St. Bartbolomew’s
Hospital.


